KUDLANKY /
PRAYING MANTISES
Mantodea

kudlanka /
Australian giant mantis
Hierodula majuscula

Pocet druhu Potrava

pres 2300 vsechny kudlanky jsou
Rozsifeni masozravé a ve velké
celosvétové, hlavné vétsiné dravé

tropické a subtropické Vyskyt

oblasti, zfidka pronikajf Ziji na stromech, kefich,
do oblasti mirného pasma  bylinach, nejcast¢;ji
Pocet druhti v Ceské republice na listech nebo vétvich,
1 druh mén¢ ¢asto na zemi
Stari skupiny

odhadované stari pomoci

molekularnich dat je

zhruba 190 milion( let

(druhohory, jura), nejstarsi

spolehlivé fosilni nalezy

pochazeji z druhohor

(jura, 170 miliont let)

Zajimavosti

Kudlanky jsou obavani dravci hmyzi rise. Nejcastéji se
s nimi setkdme na kerich nebo bylinach, kde nehybné
Cekaji, az se jejich korist sama priblizi. Diky barvé, tvaru
téla a strnulému postoji dokonale splyvaji s okolni vegetaci.
Jejich télo je k lovu skvéle vybavené - dlouha hrud, dobre
pohybliva hlava, vyborny zrak a hlavné silné ozubené
predni loupezivé nohy jim dovoluji preprat kofist stejné
velkou, jako jsou samy. Lovi nejen hmyz nebo pavouky,
ale za obét jim ¢asto padne i Zaba, jeStérka nebo ptace.
O samickach kudlanek se traduje, ze béhem kopulace
poZiraji samecky. To se opravdu dé€je, ovSem predevsim
u kudlanek chovanych v zajeti, ve volné prirodé€ je tento
jev spiSe vyjimecny. Na obrazku je obfi kudlanka Hiero-
dula majuscula z destnych pralest severni Australie.

Number of species Food

Over 2,300 All praying mantises are
Distribution carnivorous and primarily
Worldwide, mainly in tro- predatory

pical and subtropical areas, Where can you find them?
rarely found in temperate  They live on trees, shrubs,
regions and herbs — mostly

on leaves or twigs, and
more rarely on the ground

Do they live in Czechia?

1 species

How old is the group?

The estimated age based
on molecular data is
around 190 million years
(Mesozoic, Jurassic);

the oldest reliable fossil
finds date from the same
period (about 170 million
years ago)

Interesting points

Mantises are among the most feared predators in the
insect world. They are typically found on shrubs or herbs,
where they wait motionless, perfectly camouflaged in both
shape and color to blend with the surrounding vegetation.
Their bodies are finely adapted for hunting — a long, flex-
ible thorax, a highly mobile head, excellent eyesight, and
especially their powerful, spiny forelegs allow them to
ambush and capture prey as large as themselves. In addi-
tion to insects and spiders, they have been known to catch
frogs, lizards, and even small birds. A well-known claim
is that female praying mantises eat their mates during or
after mating. While this behavior does occur, it is observed
more frequently in captivity; in the wild, such cases are
relatively rare. The picture shows a giant praying mantis,
Hierodula majuscula, from the rainforests of northern
Australia.
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